[Value of US imaging of metacarpophalangeal joints in patients with early rheumatoid arthritis].
Technological advances in the field of ultrasound imaging may have, especially in metacarpophalangeal joints, an impact on decision making in patients with early rheumatoid arthritis. First, the normal anatomy of the metacarpophalangeal joints is briefly reviewed. Then, the authors describe the main ultrasound imaging findings of early RA. The role of ultrasound imaging in the assessment of therapeutic response as well as the benefit of microbubble ultrasound contrast agents are considered.